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THUYET MINH CAC TUYEN, PIEM DU LICH TRONG VUNG CONG VIEN PIA CHAT LANG SON

General introduction

Spanning a vast territory of 4,849 km? Lang Son Geopark is a gem nestled in Vietnam’s northern mountains. It’s a living testament,
encapsulating a journey through 500 million years of life’s evolution within its diverse landscapes. From ancient seas and volcanic lands to
iron-wood forests, each facet of the Geopark tells a unique story. The Geopark is a vibrant tapestry of ethnic diversity, with each group
contributing their unique customs and traditions. The spiritual life of the Geopark is deeply rooted in Dao Mau, a Mother Goddess Worship
whose practice was recognized by UNESCO. This harmonious blend of natural history, cultural diversity, and spiritual tradition makes Lang
Son Geopark a unique destination for exploration and discovery. It stands as a beacon for sustainable development and a tribute to the
resilience of nature and culture.

Gidi thiéu chung

Trai dai trén lanh tho rong 16n 4.849 km2, Cong vién dia chat Lang Son 14 vién ngoc an minh trong ving nui phia Bic Viét Nam. D6 la mot
minh ching song dong, goi gon trong nhimg canh quan da dang ctia n6 hanh trinh trai qua 500 triéu ndm tién hoa cia sy séng. Tir vung bién
co Xua va vung dat nui lira dén rumg go nghién, mdi mit cia Cong vién dia chat deu ké mot cau chuyén doc dao. Cong vién dla chat 1a mot
tam tham ruc r& vé sy da dang séc toc, voi nhitng dong gop vé phong tuc va truyén thong doc ddo ctia mdi nhom dan toc. Doi sdng tam linh
ctia Cong vién dia chit bit ngudn siu xa tir Pao Miu, mot tin ngudng thd Mau dugc UNESCO cong nhén. Sy két hop hai hoa gitra lich st
tu nhién, da dang van hoa va truyén théng tam linh khién Cong vién dia chét Lang Son tré thanh mot diém dén doc ddo dé tim hiéu, kham
pha. N6 duoc coi 1a ngon hai dang cho sy phat trién bén viing, 1a sy t6n vinh kha nang phuc hdi cua thién nhién va vin hoa.

Route 1: Experience the Realm of Mountain and Forest (Hanoi Capital - Huu Lung district - Chi Lang district - Lang Son City) (inspired by
the green dress of the Mountain Forest Mother Goddess), 8 sites

Route 1 short introduction

Discover the remnants of an extinct ocean, the roars of ancient volcanoes, and the horse neighs from a wild valley. Find peace in temples,

trees, and fields echoing eternity. Stand in awe of the unvanquished Gorge of Glory, witness the first animals’ flight from sea to sky, and

pay respects at the Mountain Forest Mother Goddess Temple. This expedition is a union of history, nature, and spirituality.

Gidi thiéu ngd'n gon vé tuyén tham quan 1

Kham pha tan tich cia mét dai duong da tuyét chung, tiéng gam 1 ctia nhitng ngon nui ltra c6 xua va tiéng ngua hi tir mot thung ling hoang
da. Tim sy binh yén trong nhiing ngo6i dén, cay cbi va canh dong vang vong su vinh hing. Chiém ngudng cua ai Chi Lang hung vi bat diét,
chimg kién chuyen bay cua nhiing loai dong vat dau tién tir bién 18n troi va bay t6 1ong kinh trong tai Dén thd Thanh Mau Thuong Ngan Bic
Lé. Cudc tham hiém nay 1a sy két hop cua lich sir, thién nhién va tdm linh.
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Vietnamese

English

1. Pén Miu Bic L¢ (xd Tan Thanh, huyén Hiru Liing)

La diém khoi ddu ctia CVDC Lang Son, dong thoi ciing 1a diém khoi
dau ctia qua trinh lan toa, du nhap, giao thoa va ban dia hoa Tin ngudng
thd mau tir ving dong bang, dén Mau Béic Lé 1a trung tim cua mot
quan thé gdm hang chyc ngdi dén thod Mau...trong pham vi huyén Hiru
Liing va cac ving lan cén, dd trd nén ndi tiéng toan mién Bic tir bao
doi nay. Nét didc biét cia dén Mau Béc Lé 14 trai qua nhiéu 16p than tich
gém Thanh mau Thuong ngan (mau ban dia) va Chau Bé Béc Lé, vi
thanh Chau hach danh trong tam, tr phu ciing nhu tai khu vye nay. Mau
Béc L&, Chau Bé Bic 1& ¢6 cong, hién linh phu tro cho cac tridu dai
danh giic bao vé qué huong, bd coi déat Viét.

1. Bac Le Temple (Mountain Mother Goddess Worship) (Tan Thanh
commune, Huu Lung district)

As the starting point of Lang Son Geopark, and also the starting point of
the process of introducing, spreading, integrating and localizing the
Mother Goddess belief from the deltaic and coastal regions, Bac Le
Temple is essentially a complex of dozens of temples worshiping the
Mother Goddesses, which are scattered in several communes in Huu
Lung district and surrounding areas, altogether being well-known
throughout the North for many generations. The special feature of Bac Le
Mau Temple is that it has experienced many layers of miracles including
the Mountain Forest Mother Goddess (Indigenous Mother) and Chau Be
Bac Le, the famous Chau Saint in the three and four palaces as well as in
this area. Mother Goddess Bac Le and Chau Be Bac Le have merits and
epiphanies to support dynasties fighting enemies to protect their
homeland and the borders of Vietnam.

2. Pai dwong ¢ yén binh (xd Yén Thinh, huyén Hiru Liing)
Tir duw6i nwée 1én khong trung: Sy xuét hién ciia cac loai ¢on tring
biét bay

Trong ky Carbon, cach day hon 300 tri€u nam, Cong vién dia chat Lang
Son 1a mot ving bién ndng rat phong pha san hd va cac loai sinh vat
bién khac. Dong thoi, & nhitng noi khac trén hanh tinh, nhiing khu rimg
dam lay ram rap che phu mat dat, sau ndy tr6 thanh nhiing mo than 16n.
BAu troi rop nhitng con trung blet bay dau tién. Hoa thach c¢b nhit duoc
biét dén cua ching c6 thé 14 t6 tién cua loai phu du, duge xac dinh 13
vao thoi ky nay. Rung hap thy khi carbonic, tao ra bau khong khi giau
oxy. Moi truong nay vi thé da san sinh ra nhitng loai con tring khong
16, trong d6 co chuon chudn voi sai canh dai t61 80cm. Kha nang bay
cua con trung bt nguon tor dau Van con 12 mot bi 4n, véi cac gia thuyét
cho rang d6i canh tién hoa tir cac cdu trac diéu chinh nhiét d6 hodc céc
b6 phan phu ding dé lu6t. Thoi ky nay ciing 1a mot chuong déng chu y
trong lich str Trai dt.

2. Ancient Quiet Ocean (Yen Thinh commune, Huu Lung district)
Sea to Sky: First Animals’ Flight

During the Carboniferous period, 300 million years ago, Lang Son
Geopark was a shallow sea with a rich marine life including corals. But at
the same time, in other parts of the planet, dense, swampy forests covered
the land, later forming the rich coal deposits. The sky was alive with the
first flying insects. The oldest known fossil of a flying insect, likely an
ancestor of the mayfly, dates back to this period. The forests absorbed
carbon dioxide, creating an oxygen-rich atmosphere. This environment
gave rise to giant insects, including dragonflies with an 80-centimeter
wingspan. The origin of these flying insects remains a mystery, with
theories suggesting wings evolved from temperature-regulating structures
or appendages used for gliding. This period was a remarkable chapter in
Earth’s history.
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3. Homestay Son Thiy (x4 Hiru Lién, huyén Hiru Liing)
Tiéng vong tir dai dwong di mat tich

Trai qua hang tram tri¢u nam (360 tri¢u nam dén 260 triéu nam céach
ngdy nay) yén 4 trong diéu kién bién néng, 4m 4p, hinh thanh nén tang
d4 voi day hang nghin mét. Trong khoang 10 triéu nam tiép theo (260
triéu nam dén 250 tridu nam), bdi canh dia chat, c6 moi trudng tré nén
v6 cung bién dong, hinh thanh nén nhimng tip ¢4 mong, thanh phan da
dang. Vung CVDC Lang Son c6 lic di tré thanh dat lién; d4 voi bi hoa
tan, ria liia, dé lai nhimg tan tich gidu nhom khong tan, duoc biét dén
dudi tén goi bauxit. Cé lic ving CVDC lai bi ngap trong nudc bién, dé
lai nhitng tap da voi c6 thanh phan, chiéu day khac nhau nhung vén rat
gidu cac gidng loai sinh vat bién, nhu Tring thoi, San ho bdn tia, Tay
cudn, Hai manh vé, Oc, Cuc d4, Bo ba thuy, Pong vat dang réu...
Nhung d6 ciing méi chi 13 tin hiéu canh bao vé mét trong nhiing su
kién dia chat 16n nhat va manh m& nhét toan cau, dugc biét dén trong
dia chat hoc nhur 1a sy kién Permi-Trias (P/T), khi hon 80% glong loai
sinh vat blen bi tuyét diét, nhudng chd cho nhitng lodi méi xuat hién
mdt cach rit chAim chap sau do.

3. Permian Homestay (Sea Changes) (Huu Lien commune, Huu Lung
district)
Sounds from an extinct ocean

Over one hundred of millions of years (360-260 Ma) of quiet, warm and
shallow sea conditions, a limestone layer thousands of meters thick was
formed. During the next 10 million years (260-250 Ma), the geological
and paleo-environmental conditions became extremely active. The area
of Lang Son Geopark first became mainland; the previously formed
limestone dissolved and washed away, leaving behind insoluble
aluminum-rich residues known as bauxite. It was then invaded again by
the sea with varying depth and environment (temperature, nutrition
source, distance to the coast etc.), resulting in thin layers of limestone,
which were different in composition and rich in marine fossils e.g.
Foraminifers, Rugose corals, Brachiopods, Bivalves, Gastropods,
Ammonites, Trilobites, Bryozoans etc. But that was still just the warning
signal of one of the globally largest and strongest geological events,
known in geoscience as the Permian-Triassic event, when more than 80%
of marine life went extinct, making way for new species to appear, very
slowly, thereafter.

4. Thung liing than tién Péng Lam (x4 Hitu Lién, huyén Hitu Liing)
Tiéng v6 ngua trong thung liing hoang
Thung ling Pong Lam c6 dién tich hon 100ha nim séu trong Khéi d4
v6i Bic Son, dugc bao boc boi tham rimg nguyén sinh cta khu bao ton
thién nhién Hitu Lién v6i hé dong, thuc vat dac hiru phong phu. Sudi
Podng Trén bat ngudn tir xa Hitu L& (huyén Van Quan) chay ngdm duoi
chan déo Ca chia nudc giita hai huyén Bic Son va Hitu Liing, qua x4
Hiru Lién d6 vao thung liing Dong Lam trudce khi chay ra song Trung &
ria Tay Nam cta Khoéi da voi Bic Son, cach thung ling Pong Lam
khoang 10km. Thung ling bi ngdp hoan toan trong mua mua va nguoi
dan chi c6 thé di lai bang bé mang. Dén mua xuan, noi ddy trd thanh
canh ddng c6 xanh ngit nhu mot thao nguyén véi nhimg dan ngua dugc
chan tha ty do .Tai day du khach s& tim thdy mot noi nghi ngoi yén
tinh, khong khi trong lanh, tdn hudng su thu gidn trude khi trg lai cudc

4. Dong Lam Magic Valley (Huu Lien commune, Huu Lung district)
Horse neighs in the wild valley*
Dong Lam is a blind valley more than 100ha in area deep in the Bac Son
Limestone Massif, surrounded by a primary forest cover with abundant
endemic faunas and floras. A stream originating far from the northern
margin of the Massif flows underground at the foot of the water-dividing
pass between the two districts to fill the valley before draining out into
another main river at the southwestern edge of the Massif, about 10km
from this blind valley. The valley is fully flooded during the rainy season
and navigation is possible only by bamboo raft. By the end of October it
dries out to become a gentle grass field, dubbed by youngsters as steppe,
where local people raise their horses, buffaloes, goats to supply
themselves and to host curious visitors who want to get rid temporarily
from their busy city life. Those who have more time and want to
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song bé bon thuong nhat. Nhitng ai ¢ thém thoi gian va mudn trai
nghiém vin hoa ban dia c6 thé tiép tuc theo dudng mon doc sudi di qua
nhig tan rimg nguyén sinh dé dén ban nguoi Dao thon Lan Chau voi
rt nhiéu net van hoa déac sdc nhu trang phuc, phong tuc tp quan va cac
bai thudc o truyén tir ciy co.

experience local and indigenous traditions can follow the stream for
about 10km more to reach a village of the Dao ethnic people who are
famous for their colourful dresses, medicinal herbs and unique rituals.

5. Chuia Son Lgc (x4 Yén Thinh, huyén Hiru Liing)
Tiéng vong vinh hing noi ngdi chua xwa, dong lia chin va rimg siu
niii tham
Mot vung qué yén tinh, thanh binh va tuyét dep voi nhiing ngon nti da
voi dang thap, dang chop non rdm ri cay ¢bi, ndi cao rai rac trén nhimg
canh dong laa bang phang, rong rai. Chua Son Loc nam trén mot qua
ddi thap, dudi tan ciia 7 cdy thi va 5 cay da cb thy, minh ching cho tuoi
doi 1au ndm cia ngodi chua. L& hoi Tro Ngo duoc dan lang to chirc hai
ndm mot 1an, dién lai tich dan ta chién théng giac Ngo cua hai vi
Thuong Péng Than 1a Pic Thanh Lang Cao Diéu Dich Cat va ong
nghe Vi L6i Quan Cong. Vi Loi Quan Cong sau nay dugc nhan dan
dia phuong dung nghé hwong khoi phung thy. Dirc Thanh Lang hién
thanh tai chua Son Loc, dugc nguoi doi sau ton 1a Plirc Thanh Ca Séc
Quy Minh, ton thin Thanh Lang Cao Di¢u DPich Cat Thugng Déng
Than. L& hoi dwoc cong nhan 1a di san vin hoa phi vat thé cip qudc gia.

5. Son Loc Pagoda (Yen Thinh commune, Huu Lung district)
Eternity Echoes: Temple, Trees, Fields

A quiet, peaceful and beautiful countryside with tower and cone karst
mountains under dense vegetative cover, scattered high above flat,
spacious paddy rice fields. The Son Loc Tu Buddhist Pagoda is located
on a low hill, under the canopy of dozens of ancient heritage banyan
trees, proving the old age of the pagoda. A special feature of this pagoda
is that every two years the villagers organize the so-called Tro Ngo
Festival here, reenacting the victory of Vietnamese people over the
Northern invaders about 2,000 years ago. Interestingly, a similar festival
is also held in another place in Thanh Hoa Province, a few hundred km to
the South, implying a root connection between the people of these two
locations.

6. Ai Chi Ling (xi Chi Ling, thi trAn Pong Mé, huyén Chi Ling)
Cira ai véi nhirng chién cong hién hach hang nghin nim

Nam & vi tri chién luge trén tuyén duong tir bién gisi phia Bic dén kinh
thanh Thang Long xua (nay la thu d6 Ha Noi), day 1a noi da dién ra
nhiéu tran chién oanh liét gin lién véi tén tudi cta cac anh hung dan
toc: Tran Qubc Tuén, Ly Thuong Kiét, Hoang Dai Hué, ... trude quan
xam lugc phuong Bic, trong d6 nbi tleng nhét 13 tran Chi Lang dau thé
ky XV trong cudc Khai nghia Lam Son. Ai Chi Lang 1a mét thung liing
hep dai khoang 20 km, rong 3 km giita ddy nui dat Bao Dai- Thai Hoa
day nui da voi Cai Kinh duge vi nhu mét bao tang lich str ngoai troi 16n
nhit voi nhidu vét tich cia hao, lity, ctra ai, nén mong cac cong trinh...

Nim 1962, Ai Chi Lang dugc cong nhan 14 Di tich lich st quc gia, den

6. Chi Lang Secret Pass (Chi Lang commune, Dong Mo town, Chi
Lang district)
Gorge of Glory: 2000 Years Unvanquished
Being a strategically important location on the entire route from the
northern border to Thang Long (now Hanoi capital), this is where many
of our ancestors’ victories against invading enemies took place, most
notably the Chi Lang battle in the early 15th century against general Liu
Sheng of the Ming Dynasty and his troops. The Chi Lang Pass - a
National Historic Monument since 1962 and Special National relic since
2019 - spreads in a narrow, about 20km long and 3km wide (which
narrows down to just a few hundred metters at some places) valley
between the two limestone mountain ranges. A small river - the Thuong
River - squeezes its way along the valley, and one should also imagine a
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nam 2019 1a Di tich qudc gia dic biét, bao gdm 24 diém di tich. Diéu
thi vi 1a tai ddy ciing ¢ thé quan sat dugc nhiéu kiéu loai da khac nhau,
nhu da voi, da phién sét, da nai lira qua hang triéu nam tudi, ciing nhu
quan hé dia chit giita ching doc theo dit giy séng Thuong.

small dirt path following the river course, of course, not the wide, high,
clean, concreted and easily commuted road as it is today. The Monument
consists of a few dozen of relic sites e.g. trenches, passes, mountains,
religious structures that worship the fallen, recall the historic and warn of
possible future events. Interestingly, along the valley it is also possible to
observe different rock types e.g. limestone, shale, volcanic rocks of
different ages and their contacts along the so-called Thuong River fault.

7. Phun trao luc dia (xa Quan Son, huyén Chl Lang)

Noi khiing long tha thin bén niii lira gam gao
Céch day khoang 130 triéu nam, ving Cong vién dia chit Lang Son di
trd thanh luc dia véi rat nhiéu miéng nui lura rAm 1o phun trao. Cac nha
khoa hoc hién van chua tim thé'ly hoa thach khung long ¢ khu vuc nay,
nhung chi chimg 60km vé phia Bic, & huyén Phu Tuy (tinh Quang Tay,
Trung Qudc), mot loai khing long méi di dugce phat hién vao nim
2001. Loai khung long ky thu nay, dugc dat tén theo dia danh noi
chung dugc tim thdy - Fusuisaurus - 1a mot sinh vt khong 16 dai dén
hon 25m, di chuyén bang bén chan vdi ¢6 va dudi dai. Co diéu la 1a to
16n nhu thé nhung Fusuisaurus lai 1a loai dn c6, nghia la ching song
hoan toan dua vao thuc vat. Vé&i kich thuéc 16n nhu thé &t han
Fusuisaurus phai tim kiém thirc an trén nhitng ving dat rong 16n, va ta
¢6 thé tuong tugng rang Fusuisaurus da timg qua lai trén ving Cong
vién dia chét Lang Son!

7. Continental Eruption (Quan Son commune, Chi Lang district)

Where Volcanoes Roared and Dinosaurs Roamed
About one hundred and thirty million years ago, Lang Son Geopark was a
continent, an emerged land covered by active volcanoes in permanent
eruption. Until now, scientists have not yet discovered dinosaur fossils in
our area, but 60 kilometers from here, in Fusui district (Guangxi
Province, China), a new dinosaur was discovered in 2001. This
fascinating dinosaur, called Fusuisaurus, was a massive creature more
than 25 meters in length, walking on four legs with a long neck and tail.
What’s interesting about Fusuisaurus is its diet. It was a herbivore,
surviving solely on plant matter. Considering its huge size and the
immense territory that it had to cover, we can reasonably imagine that its
steps led it regularly to our territory!

8. Piém dirng nghi Hoa Hdi (x4 Nhén Ly, huyén Chi Ling)

Thanh 1ap nim 2022, Piém dimg nghi Hoa Hdi khéng nhitng kinh
doanh céac san pham Hbi, Qué phuc vu khach du lich, ma con quan tam,
chu trong phat trién cac hoat dong vin hoa, vin nghé truyén thong phuc
vu du khach dén giao luu, mua ban va thuong 1am cac san pham van
hoa cua dia phuong. Hoat dong van héa, van nghé truyén thong tai
Diém dirng nghi Hoa H01 dugc to chire thuong xuyén vao cac ngay Thir
7 va Chu nhét hang tuan. Cong ty moi cac cau lac bo van nghé truyén
thng dén biéu dién phuc vu mién phi cho du khach thap phuwong. Hoat
dong nay da tré thanh mot nét riéng c6 cua Piém dung nghi Hoa Hbi.

8. Star Anise Rest Stop (AFOREX) (Nhan Ly commune, Chi Lang
district)
Established in 2022, Star Anise Rest Stop not only sells Anise and
Cinnamon products to serve tourists, but also pays attention and focuses
on developing traditional cultural and artistic activities to serve tourists
coming to visit, buy, sell and enjoy local cultural products. Traditional
cultural and artistic activities at Star Anise Rest Stop are held regularly
every Saturday and Sunday. The company invites traditional art clubs to
perform for free for tourists. This activity has become a unique feature of
Star Anise Rest Stop. This site is a shopping stop and an ideal cultural
rendezvous on the journey of discovery and experience for tourists when
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Day la diém dimg chan mua sam va 1a diém hen vin héa Iy tuong trén
hanh trinh kham pha, trai nghiém cta du khach thap phwong khi dén
v6i Lang Son. Diém du lich van héa nay da gop phan lan toa ban sic
ving Cong vién dia chat Lang Son.

coming to Lang Son province. This cultural tourist destination has
contributed to spreading the identity of the Lang Son Geopark region.

Route 2: Journey to the Realm of Heaven (Lang Son city - Cao Loc district - Van Quan district - Binh Gia district - Bac Son district) (inspired by
the red dress of the Heaven Mother Goddess), 11 sites

Route 2 short introduction

Experience a gate connecting hearts across borders, a temple echoing divine chants, a serene bridge nestled between towering cliffs, a beautiful
chaos waiting adventurers. It’s a time capsule preserving prehistoric tales, a river flowing with mysteries through caves. It’s an ancient sea bed
narrating the trilobites’ tale, a forest cradling hidden gems. This voyage is about the stories that unfold along the way, not just the destinations.

Gidi thi¢u ngin gon vé tuyén tham quan 2

Trai nghiém cénh cong két ndi nhimng trai tim xuyén bién gidi, ngdi dén vang vong nhiing 10i kinh nhiém mau, cdy cu thanh binh nép minh
gitra nhiing vach da cao chot vot, mét rimg da h5n loan tuyét dep dang chd doi nhirng nha tham hiém. D6 1a mot tai thot gian luu gitr nhiing cau
chuyén thoi tién str, mot dong song chay day bi an qua cac hang dong. D6 la mot day bién cb xua ké lai cau chuyén vé bo ba thuy, mot khu rung
4n chira nhing vién ngoc. Chuyén di nay ké vé nhimg cdu chuyén dién ra trén sudt hanh trinh chir khong chi 1a nhitng diém dén.

9. Cira khiu Qudc té Hiru Nghi (thi trin Pong Ding, huyén Cao
Ldc)
Vun dip tinh hiru nghi noi bién cwong

Cira khau Qudc té Hiru Nghi 1a diém dau cua Quéc 10 1A, cach thanh
pho Lang Son 17 km vé phia bic. Noi ddy c6 cot mbe bién gisi s 1116
gan Qudc huy nudc Cong hoa xa hoi chu nghia Viét Nam. La mot trong
nhiing cira khau dep nhat ca nudce. Noi dién ra cac hoat dong xuét nhép
canh, giao luu va xuit nhap hang hoa gitia Viét Nam va Trung Qubc.
Cira khau Quoc té Hiru Nghi 1a mot diém quan trong trong tuyen hanh
lang kinh té Nam Ninh - Lang Son - Ha Noi - Hai Phong, gop phan thuc
day giao thwong, giao luu vin hoa, vun dip tinh hiru nghi giita Trung
Quéc véi Viét Nam va cac nuéec ASEAN.

9. Huu Nghi International Border Gate (Friendship Gate) (Dong
Dang town, Cao Loc district)
Bridging Borders, Building Friendships
Huu Nghi International Border Gate (Friendship Gate) is the starting
point of the National Highway No. 1A, 17 km north of Lang Son city.
Here stands border milestone number 1116, adorned with the national
emblem of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. It is one of the most
beautiful border gates in Vietnam. This is the place where various
activities between Vietnam and China (e.g. immigration, trading,
cultural exchange etc.) take place. Huu Nghi International Border Gate
is an important point in the economic corridor of Nan Ning (China) -
Lang Son - Hanoi - Hai Phong, contributing to promoting the trade,
cultural exchange and fostering friendship between China, Vietnam and

other ASEAN countries.
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10. Pén Mau Pong Ding (thi trin Pong Ping, huyén Cao Ljc)
Pén Miu Thuong Thién

Dén Mau Pong Pang (Bong Pang Linh Ty hay Quan Am Linh Ty) nim
& thi tran Béng bang, huyén Cao Ldc, cach thanh phé Lang Son 15 km.
Dén Mau ngay xua dugc tho phung tai mot mai da sat chan nai da. Vé
sau théy noi day chat hep va khong thuén tién cho viéc tho cing, nhan
dan dia phuong di chuyén bai vi tho ty vao vi tri hién tai va xay dung.
Dén Mau tho tin ngudng thanh Mau va phat theo kiéu "Tién Thanh - Hau
Phat". Tuong phét dugc bai tri tai cung cam trén vi tri cao nhit (Toa bao
thap 7 tang) tiép dén 1a hé thong tuong tho cia tin ngudng Mau (Tt phu)
gom co Mau Thién (Dé nhat), Miu Thoai (Dé Tam), Mau Dia (D8 tir),
Mau Thuong Ngan (D¢ nhi). Hé thng tuong thd bai tri tai cac ban thd
trong Dén Mau rat phong phu, day du cac thir bac. Dén Mau Dong Ding
thu hut dong dao nhén dan trong nudc va du khach qudc té, nhit 1a trong
dip 18 hoi t6 chirc vao ngay mung 10 thang Giéng hang nam. Di tich Pén
Mau Ddng Ding di dugc cong nhén di tich cap tinh nam 2002.

10. Dong Dang Mother Goddess Temple (Heaven Mother Goddess

Worship) (Dong Dang town, Cao Loc district)
Heaven Mother Goddess Temple
Dong Dang Mother Goddess Temple (Dong Dang Linh Tu or Quan Am
Linh Tu) is located in Dong Dang Town, Cao Loc District, 15 km from
Lang Son City. Originally being a small Buddhist temple nestled under a
limestone cliff close to the foot of the rocky mountain. Later, seeing that
this place was narrow and inconvenient for worship, local people moved
the worship tablet to its current location and built the Temple. Mother
Goddess Temple worships the beliefs of the Mother Goddess and
Buddha in the "Saint in front, Buddha at the back" style. The Buddha
statue is arranged in the forbidden palace on the highest position (7-
storey stupa) followed by a system of worship statues of Mother
Goddesses (Four Palaces) including Mother Goddess of Heaven (First),
Mother Goddess of Water (Third), Mother Goddess of Earth (Fourth),
Mother Goddess of Mountains and Forests (Second). The system of
worship statues arranged at the altars in Mother Goddess Temple is very
rich, full of hierarchies. Dong Dang Mother Goddess Temple attracts a
large number of local people and international visitors, especially during
its own festival held annually on January 10" (Lunar Calendar). Dong
Dang Mother Goddess Temple was recognised as a provincial relic in
2002.

11. Ciu Khanh Khé (xi Binh Trung, huyén Cao Ldc)
Chién thing trong thanh binh: Cay ciu bén vich da

Vit ngang song Ky Cung, cau Khanh Khé két nbi hai huyén Cao Loc va
Vin Quan giita mot ving song ndi tuyét my. Dong song chay dén day
gdp nui phai d6i hudéng, nhung van kip dé lai trén vach d4 ven song
nhitng ngan nudc rong rat dep. Pay song 1 ra nhitng hon cudi tron tria
dt moi kich c¢&, thanh phén, nhat 1a nhitng hon cudi da nii Ira, minh
chimg cho mét giai doan phun trao rim 1o trén ving dat nay tir hon 200
triéu ndm trude. Canh quan séng nui hung vi noi day da duoc nguodi xua
ghi nhan, trong dé dic biét c6 mot tim bia duge ngudi dan dia phuong

11. Khanh Khe Bridge (Victory site) (Binh Trung commune, Cao
Loc district)
Victory in Serenity: The bridge amidst the cliffs
Crossing Ky Cung River, Khanh Khe Bridge connects Cao Loc and Van
Quan districts in a beautiful mountainous landscape. The river flowing
here encounters the mountains and has to change its direction, but it is
still able to leave beautiful wide notches on the cliffs. Along the river
bottom round pebbles of all sizes and compositions are exposed,
especially volcanic pebbles - evidence of a period of intense eruption on
this land more than 200 million years ago. The majestic river and
mountain landscape here has been appreciated by ancient people,
including a special stele called by local people “Ngo Thi Si stele”. The
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goi 1a Bia da Ngo Thi Si. Kich thudc bia 1.5x1.2m, duoc khic trén vach
da, ngay chd ngan nudc cao nhét, & do cao khoang 10m. Noi dung 1a bai
tho Quan Tran thu Lang Son Ngé Thi ST cam tc trong chuyén tudn du
bién ai cia 6ng nam 1779.

stele is about 1.5 x 1.2m in size, carved directly on the cliff, right at the
highest notch, at a height of about 10m. The content is a poem written
by the Governor of Lang Son, Ngo Thi Si, a cultural celebrity, during his
border patrol in 1779.

12. Bai da nhay (déo Lung Pa, huyén Vin Quan)

Kham pha nét dep trong su 1on xfn
Péo Lung Pa 1a mot vét 16 dia chat dep. Tai day du khach cé thé quan
sat thay da voi mau xam den, phan 16p mong dén trung binh véi mat
phan 16p dang ring cua dic trung, céu tao hat dau, trimg c4, chira phong
phu hoa thach Gastropods hoac Cuc da bao ton x4u, kich thudc 1-3cm.
D4 voi chuyén tiép chinh hop trén cac d4 luc nguyén-phun trao a xit va
dudi cac tram tich luc nguyén, tit ca cing duoc hinh thanh trong diéu
kién bién nong khoang 230 tr.n.tr. Nét dac biét ¢ day la cac tap da voi
mic du ndm thoai nhung lai bi gay d6 16n nhdn tao nén mot “bai da
nhay” dep, c6 thé d& dang len 16i qua dé tréo 1én dén dinh, noi du khach
¢6 thé quan sat toan bo canh quan hing vi xung quanh.

12. Rock Chaos (Lung Pa pass, Van Quan district)
Unearth the Beauty of Disorder

Lung Pa Pass is a beautiful geological outcrop. One can observe here
dark gray, thin-to-medium-layered oolitic limestone with typical serrated
bedding surfaces, containing abundant fossils of Gastropods or
Ammonites 1-3cm in size. The limestone conformably transits from the
terrigenous-acidic volcanic rocks underneath and into the terrigenous
sediments above, all together formed under shallow marine conditions
about 230 Ma. A special feature is that the limestone here, although
gently lying, are broken and fallen, creating a beautiful "jumping rock
field" that one can easily crawl through to climb up to the top to enjoy
the entire majestic landscape around.

13. Vi thudc chira lanh (Tinh didu Héi Xir Lang) (Péo Ling Pa,
huyén Vin Quan)

Ttr ngdi sao dén vi thude tién: Hanh trinh cta cay hodi qua ltra va nudce
Hoi thuong duoc trong bang cach gieo hat vao thang 2 dén thang 3 (Am
lich), cho thu hoach sau khoang 5 dén 10 nam, mdi nam 2 1an vao thang
7 dén thang 8 (vu chinh) va thang 3 dén thang 4 (tor quy). Qua hdi (co
diéu thu vi 1a ¢ Viét Nam no lai duoc goi la hoa héi) duoc thu hoach rdi
dem chung cat trong khoang 2 dén 3 ngay tuy thudc vao loai tuoi hay
kho. Vi cong nghé tién tién hién nay, ngay ca than cdy gia, canh va la
hoi clng co thé chung cit ldy dau. Hoa hoi va tinh dau hdi duoc sir dung
cho nhiéu myc dich khac nhau nhu 1am thudc déng y, lam gia vi cho cac
mon an (nhu & cac nude A Rap, An D6, Trung Quoc .)- Mén pho nbi
tiéng ciia Viét Nam s& khong ngon nhu ngudi ta van biét néu nuée dung
khong duge ndu véi mot it hoa hoi, thao qua va qué.

13. Xu Lang Healing Anise Oil (Lung Pa pass, Van Quan district)

From Star to Elixir: The Journey of Anise through Water and Fire
The star anise is usually grown by sowing seeds from February to March
(lunar calendar), giving harvest after about 5 to 10 years, twice a year
from July to August (main crop) and from March to April (secondary
crop). The star anise fruit (interestingly in Vietnam it is called “Hoa
Hoi” i.e. the star anise flower) is harvested and then distilled for about 2
to 3 days depending on whether it is fresh or dried. With advanced
technology nowadays even old star anise trunks, branches and leaves can
be distilled for oil. Star anise and its essential oils are used for many
different purposes e.g. making oriental medicines, seasoning dishes (e.g.
Arabic countries, India, China etc.). The famous Vietnamese “pho”
(noodle) would not be tasty as it is known if cooked without some star
anise “flowers”, cardamom and cinnamon.

14. Rirng hoi Xir Lang (xd An Son, huyén Vin Quan)
Anh sang téa hwong, gio téoa hwong, tat ca déu hwong hoi*

14. Xu Lang Anise Forest (An Son commune, Van Quan district)
Wind brings flavor, sun brings flavor, all of anise*
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Nhimg ving dét phi-karst (voi chi yéu 1a cac da luc nguyén-nai ltra) cua
Cong vién dia chit Lang Son rat ndi tiéng voi nghé trong va chung cat
tinh dau hodi truyén théng. Trén thé gidi, Viét Nam dimg thir hai sau
Trung Qudc vé san lugng hoi, trong d6 tinh Lang Son c6 dién tich trong
hdi 16n nhit (hon 40.000 ha, twong duong 75% tong dién tich hoi ca
nuéc). Trong tinh Lang Son cdy hoi dugc trong chu yéu & cac huyén nhu
Vin Quan, Binh Gia (tong cong hon 25.000 ha), Bic Son, Cao Loc, Vin
Lang, Trang Dinh. Téng san lugng hang nim dat hon 16.000 tin hoa
héi kho, mang lai gia tri kinh té khoang 1.500 ty dong. Nhimg cay hoi
rat dep, cho nhiéu huong thom, , bong mat trong khi rimg hoi lai rat sach,
mot noi 1y twdng va thi vi dé cam trai giai tri va hen ho.

Non-karst (terrigenous-volcanic) areas of Lang Son Geopark are most
famous with the traditional star anise planting and star anise essential oil
distillation. All over the world, Vietnam ranks second after China in star
anise production, of which Lang Son province possesses the largest star
anise plantation (more than 40,000 hectares, or 75% of the country’s
total). And within Lang Son province star anise is grown mainly in the
districts e.g. Van Quan, Binh Gia (together over 25,000 hectares), Bac
Son, Cao Loc, Van Lang and Trang Dinh. The total annual output
reaches more 16,000 tons of dried anise, yielding an economic value of
about 1,500 billion VND. The star anise trees are very beautiful, giving
lots of shadow while the star anise forest is very clean, making it an
ideal and pleasant place for leisure camping and dating.

15. Hang Tham Khuyén (xi Tan Vin, huyén Binh Gia)

Noi ngum tién s ton tai cung vugn khong 16
Di tich Hang Thim Khuyén nam trong khdi niii ¢4 voi Bic Son cia tinh
Lang Son, 1a mot kho tang cic ky quan khao cd va cd sinh vét hoc. Day
ting 1a noi dinh cu cia con nguodi tr khoang 500.000 nam trude. Cac
cudc khai quat da phat hién dugc mot s6 chiée rang cua nguoi dung
thang Homo erectus va ring, xwong cta nhiéu giong loai dong vat
duong thoi khac nhu dudi woi lun, voi Stegodon (6 tién cua voi ngay
nay), lon rimg, t& giac.., va dic biét 1a loai vuwon khdng 10
Gigantopithecus. Viéc tim thiy di cit cua ca ngudi dimg thang Homo
erectus 1an vuon khong 16 Gigantopithecus & cing mot dia diém 1a bang
chimg hiém c6 vé su cong sinh doc dao nay. Nhimng chiéc ring Homo
erectus dugc tim thiy ¢ day da dwoc ddi sanh véi nhing chiéc ring
tuong ty tir Indonesia va Trung Qudc, cho théy Homo erectus Lang Son
12 mot mét xich quan trong trong qua trinh tién hoa va di cu cua ngudi
ding thang Homo erectus, cing c6 thém bang ching vé cai ndi cua
nguoi tién st & Pong va Dong Nam A.

15. Tham Khuyen Most Ancient Man Cave (Tan Van commune,
Binh Gia district)

A time capsule where prehistoric men and giant apes coexisted
The historical site of Tham Khuyen Cave, located in the Bac Son
Limestone Massif of Lang Son province, is a treasure trove of
archaeological and paleontological wonders. This cave system has been
a site of human settlement from as early as 500,000 years ago.
Excavations have unearthed teeth of Homo erectus and bones of
contemporary wild animals such as pygmy orangutans, Stegodon
(ancestor of modern-day elephants), boars, rhinoceros, and especially a
giant ape species, Gigantopithecus. The presence of both Homo erectus
and Gigantopithecus in this location offers unique evidence of their
simultaneous existence. The Homo erectus teeth found in the cave have
been compared with similar ones from Indonesia and China, suggesting
that the Lang Son Homo erectus may provide an important link in the
evolution and migration of Homo erectus. This further consolidates
evidence of the cradle of prehistoric man in East and Southeast Asia.

16. Hang Keng Tao, sudi M6 Mim (xa Chién Thfmg, huyén Bic
Son)

16. Keng Tao Cave (Underground River) (Chien Thang commune,
Bac Son district)

Cave’s mystery, river’s journey
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Hanh trinh ctia dong s6ng ngam trong hang dong huyén bi

Sudi Mo Mim bt ngudn tir H6 Khau Huong, thon Huong Cbc, mang
theo nhiéu cudi tang da phun trao nui lra tir d6, chay ngam mot doan
hon 400m qua hang Keng Tao trudc khi xuat 16 thanh mot dong chay
mat. Hang Keng Tao co it nhit hai ting, phat trién theo mot dut giy
phuong Tay Béic — Dong Nam, tao thanh mot d6i dam két kién tao 16n
rat dep con thdy rd trén trin va thanh hang. Dong nudc trong, sach, len
16i sudt ngay dém giita cac tang roi d6 16n, qua cac khe k& trong da voi,
dé lai nhiing héc, nhiing 161 di hep bi 4n, khoi €01 su to mo, kham pha
noi du khach. Tham thyc vét rdm rap doc sudi bén ngoai hang cong véi
sy dau tu bai ban, ¢6 tinh thim my cao cang lam tang thém gia tri cua
hang, bién noi ddy thanh mot dia diém nghi ngoi, thu gidn c6 tiéng.

Mo Mam Stream originates from Khau Huong Lake in Huong Coc
village, carrying many past erupted volcanic pebbles and boulders from
there, flows underground for more than 400m through Keng Tao Cave
before exsurging as a surface flow. Keng Tao Cave features at least two
levels, developing along a North West — South East fault, forming a
beautiful large brecciated zone that can still be clearly seen on the cave
ceiling and walls. The clear, clean water flows day and night between
large fallen boulders, through crevices in limestone, leaving mysterious
niches and narrow passages, arousing visitors’ curiosity. Outside the
cave dense vegetation along the stream combined with aesthetic human
input further adds value to the site, turning it into a well-known touristic
destination.

17. Ky trc blen (thdén Vii LAm, xa Vii L&, huyén Bic SO’n)

Truyén cd tich ciia Bo ba thuty dwéi nhimg con séng co
Hon 500 tri¢u nam trude, Trai dat da trai qua mot su kién quan trong dén
mure n6 duge goi la “Vu n6 16n sinh hoc”. Pay 1a Vuy nd Cambri, thoi ky
ma sy séng trén Trai dat da dang héa nhanh chua tung thdy. Trudc do,
hau hét cac sinh vat déu don gian va c6 thdn mém. Nhung trong Vu nd
ky Cambri, nhiing sinh vét phuc tap voi 16p vo cing va co thé c6 nhiéu
b phan da bét ngd xuét hién! Trong s6 nay c6 loai bo ba thiy, loai dong
vat bién cb dai c6 nhiéu chan, nhiéu khoang va 16p vo cimg. Bo ba thuy
rt quan trong vi ching 1a mét trong nhimg loai dong vét dau tién phat
trién cac dic diém thé chét tién tién. Hoa thach cua chung cho ching ta
cai nhin vé giai doan tién hoa ban dau cua su séng, khién Vu nd Cambri
tr¢ thanh mot chuong quan trong trong céu chuyén vé sy song trén Tréi
dat.

17. Sea Memory (Vu Lam hamlet, Vu Le commune, Bac Son district)
Beneath Ancient Waves: The Trilobites’ Tale

Over 500 million years ago, Earth experienced an event so significant
that it’s often called the “Biological Big Bang”. This was the Cambrian
Explosion, a period when life on Earth diversified at an unprecedented
rate. Before this, most organisms were simple and soft-bodied. But
during the Cambrian Explosion, complex creatures with hard shells and
multiple body parts appeared, almost out of nowhere! Among these were
the trilobites, ancient marine animals with many legs and a hard,
segmented shell. Trilobites are important because they were one of the
first animals to develop advanced physical features. Their fossilized
remains provide us with a window into life’s early evolution, making the
Cambrian Explosion a pivotal chapter in the story of life on Earth.

18. Vwon quyt Hang Hu (xa Chlen Thang, huyén Bic Son)
Vuwon quyt - vién ngoc an trong rirng
Quyt 6 vung da voi Béc Son tir 1au dé 1a mot dic san kha n01 tiéng. Qua
quyt to ¢& ndm tay ngudi 16n, vi ngot thanh, dic biét vo rat thom. Vuon
quyt Hang Hu con dac biét hon vi phia trén liing da v6i nho lai 12 mot
16p phu da phun trao nui lira 16n. Dét phong hoa tir d4 nii lira tréi xudng
két hop v6i dét tan tich tir da voi co 18 di khién cho qua quyt Hang Hu

18. Mandarin Garden (Chien Thang commune, Bac Son district)
Enchanted Mandarin Grove: The Forest’s Hidden Gem
The Bac Son mandarin has long been a famous specialty. The fruit is
about the size of an adult’s fist, having a pure sweet-and-sour taste while
its peel is especially fragrant. The Hang Hu Cave mandarin garden is
even more special because above the small limestone doline is a large
volcanic rock cover. Weathered soil from volcanic rock combined with




83

tré nén thom hon, ngon hon. Pén véi vuon quyt Hang H, trong khong
gian tinh 1ang, mat rugi, du khach sé len 16i qua nhitng mém da tai meéo,
nhing hdc d4 ram i cay cdi. Cac ciy quyt lau nim téa hwong thom diu
cung cac loai cdy canh da sic mau khién cho mét bira an trua & day s& 1a
mdt lya chon dé chju.

residual soil from limestone probably made Hang Hu Cave mandarin
more fragrant and delicious. Coming to Hang Hu Cave, in a quiet, cool
space, visitors will weave through densely vegetated rocky outcrops and
cavities. The perennial mandarin trees exuding a gentle fragrance and
colorful ornamental plants make a lunch here a pleasant choice.

19. Trung tim thong tin tai huyén Bic Son
(Trong ndi dung thuyét minh cac Trung tim thong tin)

19. Bac Son Information Center

Route 3: Enjoy the Realm of Earth (Bac Son district - Van Quan district - Chi Lang district - Lang Son city) (inspired by the yellow dress of
the Earth Mother Goddess), 9 sites

Route 3 short introduction

A path unfolds, where tiles whisper ancient secrets and anise forests sway in the sun’s dance. Echoes of prehistoric cultures ride the wind,
through a spring where rocks weep crystal tears. Amidst the paddy, a sacred hill stands, a testament to heroes past. From star to elixir, rice to
noodle, each step is a leap through time, a serenade of the past sea’s whispers. This journey is a melody of life’s enduring song, harmonizing

tradition, nature, and history in every step.
Gioi thiéu ngan vé tuyén tham quan 3

Mot con dudng mo ra, noi nhiing vién gach thi tham nhirng bi mat ¢d xua va nhimg canh rung héi dung dua trong diéu nhay cua mat troi.
Tiéng vong cua cac nén van hoa tién sir theo gio truyen dén, vugt qua mot con sudi noi nhig tang da khoc nhimg giot nude mat pha Ié. Gitra
canh dong lGa stng sitng mot ngon ddi thiéng, ké vé cac vi anh hing trong qué khir. Tir hoa hdi dén thin duoc, tir gao dén cao kho, mdi budce di
la m&t budc nhay vot cta thoi gian, mot ban da khic thi tham cua bién ca tur qué khu. Hanh trinh nay qua 1a mét giai diéu truong tdn cua cudc
song, két ndi hai hoa giita truyén thng, thién nhién va lich st trong timg budc chan.

20. Lang ngo6i Am dwong (xi Long Péng, huyén Bic Son)
“Ban biét, tdi biét, nhitng vién ngéi kia biét”
Ngoi 4m duong - goi thé vi khi lgp c6 vién Gp, vién ngira - 1a vat lidu
truyén thong dé lgp mai nha san ciia dong bao cac dan toc Tay, Nung.
DPuoc lam tir dt sét min, déo, cach nhiét tt, thé nén nha lop ngdi nay
d6ng 4m hé mat rat d& chiu. Tir dat sét cho dén khi thanh vién ngoi dem
lop can trai qua nhiéu khau nhu ngdm nuéc, nhao nhuyén, xén dat thanh
vién vura stic nguoi bé, dap xuéng mdt cai khuon chit nhat va cét thanh 14
d4t mong chimg 1cm bang mot loai kéo day chuyén dung, phoi khé trude
khi dem nung trong 10 cui... Dé c6 duge vién ngdi lanh lan, khong cong
vénh tuy thé ciing doi hoi tay nghé cao, k¥ thuat dét 1o véi thoi gian tir

20. Traditional Tile Village (Long Dong commune, Bac Son district)
“You know, I know, the tiles know”
Yin-yang tiles - so called because when roofing, they will be alternatedly
facing up and down - are the traditional roofing materials for stilt houses
of the Tay and Nung ethnic people. Made from smooth, flexible, well-
insulated clay, this tile-roofed house is very pleasantly warm in winter
and cool in summer. From clay until it becomes a tile for roofing, it
needs to go through many stages such as soaking in water, kneading,
cutting the soil into pieces that are fit for the person to carry, pounding
them into a rectangular mold and cutting them into thin leaves about 1cm
thick with a type of clay, pull a specialized wire, dry it before firing it in
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15 dén 20 ngay dém lién tuc, nhiét o trong 16 duoc diéu chinh theo
khung thoi gian dugc tinh bing ngéy va dém voi kinh nghiém rut ra
tur lau doi duoc luu truyén lai. Nghé 1am ngéi am duong ¢ day da c6 t
lau doi, dén nay van con duy tri hoat déng. Do nhu cau cao nén ngudi
tho phai mua thém dit tir huyén Binh Gia, 13 noi c6 nhiéu dét sét phong
hoa tir 4 phun trao nui lira ban dau.

a wood stove... To get a healthy, unwarped tile, however, also requires
high skills. The technique of kiln firing, lasting continuously for 15 to 20
days and nights, involves adjusting the temperature inside the kiln
according to a predetermined schedule based on days and nights,
drawing from long-standing experience passed down through
generations. The profession of making yin and yang tiles here has been
around for a long time, and there are still households working together
today. Due to high demand, workers have to buy more land from Binh
Gia district, where there is a lot of weathered clay from the original
volcanic rock.

21. Lang vin hoa Tay (xi Bic Quynh huyen Bic Son)
Ban anh em xa, mua lang gleng gan

Nam ngay trung tdm huyén ly Bic Son, Quynh Son 1a mét lang vin hoa
du lich cong dong dic sic voi hon 400 ngdi nha san mai lop ngdi 4m
dwong, tit ca cing twa lung vao diy nai d4 voi, quay vé huéng Nam vé
phia canh ddng karst Bic Son trii pht bén dong sudi trong xanh udn
luon, tao nén khung canh non nudc hitu tinh. Dic biét, phan 16n cac ho
dan ¢ day déu mang ho Duong, va mdc du dugc coi la dan tgc Tay
nhung lai luu giit nhiéu nét cia mién xudi, 4m chi ngudn gdc sau xa da
dugc ban dia hoa cua nguoi dan noi day. Bén canh ngoi dinh tho Quy
Minh Pai Vuong, nhiing cdy da, cay khé tudi doi vai tram ndm 1a nhimg
moén déc san nhu banh chung den, thit nudng ong tre, lon quay, cac loai
rau rimg, ... Cac gia tri vin hoa phi vat thé nhu: 1 hoi 1ong tong, hat Vi,
hat Quan Lang, muia Chau, mua Tan Pan... ddm chit dia phuong.

21. Tay Cultural Village (Bac Quynh commune, Bac Son district)
Joys and tears with neighbors

Located right in the center of Bac Son district, Quynh Son is a unique
cultural tourism village with more than 400 stilt houses roofed with yin-
yang tiles, all leaning against the limestone mountains and looking south
toward the rich Bac Son karst paddy rice valley next to the winding blue
stream, creating a charming landscape. In particular, the majority of
families here have the surname Duong, and although considered Tay
ethnic, they retain many features of the lowlands, implying the deep
lowland but already localized origin of the people here. In addition to the
communal house worshiping Quy Minh Dai Vuong God, the banyan and
star fruit trees that are several hundred years old are local specialties e.g.
black “banh chung” cake, bamboo tube grilled meat, roast pork, and
various types of wild vegetables etc. along with cultural values such as
Vi singing, Quan Lang singing, Chau dance, Tan Pan dance, “Long
Tong” (starting the new cultivation season) festival etc.

22. Nha tho ho Ha Tho ty (xd Binh Phiic, huyén Vin Quan)
Ving dit dia linh nhén kiét: Ngﬁi dén th(‘r giira canh dong
Thé ty 1a cong than trung kién, cha truyén con ndi dugc tridu dinh phong
kién cir tir mién xudi 1én mlen nui, chiéu dan lap 4p, bao vé ving dat
phén dau bién cuong T qubc. Thé ty lay dia phuong lam tich quan,
khéng vé qué cii nita. Ho truyén doi dong hoa véi ngudi Tay, Nung ban
dia. O Lang Son dén nay c6 7 dong ho 16n c6 anh hudng quan trong

22. General Ha Temple (Binh Phuc commune, Van Quan district)
Sacred Hill, Sacred Hero: A temple amidst the paddy
“Tho ty” are loyal, hereditary officials who are, generation after
generation, appointed by the central feudal court to govern the border
lands where they recruite people, set up hamlets and protect the
Fatherland. They permanently stay there and no longer return to their
original hometowns, getting married to and assimilating with the local
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nhat, d6 1a cac dong ho Vy, ho Ha, ho Noéng, hai ho Nguyén Pinh, ho
Hoang DPirc va ho Hoang Dinh, dan gian goi 1a “That toc tho ty”. Dén thd
ho Ha Thé ty ¢ xa Binh Phiic di ¢6 tir thé ky 15, thd quan Dé ddc Ninh
Xuyén Quan cong Ha Hac vbn xuét than tir Thanh Oai (nay thudc Ha
Noi), timg theo vua Lé Loi chdng gidc Minh. Dén tho ¢ cdy gia pha ghi
lai than thé, su nghiép cua cac thanh vién trong dong ho, dén nay da
dugc hon 25 doi, nhiéu nguoi trong s6 d6 sau nay ciing giit nhitng vi tri
quan trong trong triéu dinh.

indigenous people. In Lang Son province, there are seven biggest and
most influencing such families, which are called by the local people
"That toc Tho ty" i.e. the “Seven General Families”. The temple
worshiping General Ha family in this locality has been around since the
early 15th century, worshiping the General, who was originally born
from a countryside near Hanoi capital, and stood up to lead people to
fight back against the Ming invaders. The temple has a family tree that
records the background and career of all family members for more than
25 generations, quite a few of whom also took important positions in the
subsequent royal courts.

23. Xuit 1§ nuéc karst - noi khéi ngudn sw song (xa Thuong Cudng,

huyén Chi Lang)
Noi d4 niii luu giir nhitng giot nwéc mit pha 1@
Tai mo6 nudce karst thon Chg Hoang, da voi, da voi dolomit mau xam, hat
min, ciu tao phan dai, phan 16p vua dén day 20-50cm, nam thoai, tao
véch cao hang trim mét. Nudc xuat 16 quanh nam tir mot hang karst nho
cao lm, rong 1,5m, Iuu lugng dén 5-71/s, duoc cho 1a tich tu nude tir ca
mot ving da voi rong 16n & phia Bac. Tir ddy ngudi dan dia phuong da
xdy thanh hd dung tich vai trim mét khéi. Phia du6i ha luu ho ciing xay
thanh mot hé théng hd béc thang rong hang tram mét, dai vai tram mét,
dung tich tong cong 1én téi hang trim ngan mét khdi, vira dé nudi ca vira
dé tudi rudng. Thi vi 1a trén mat da voi ngay cira hang con c6 di tich hoa
thach Ld tﬁng, minh chung cho lich st hinh thanh gﬁn 400 triéu nam cua
da voi.

23. Karst Spring (Thuong Cuong commune, Chi Lang district)

A place where rocks weep crystal tears

In the karst spring at Cho Hoang village, the gray, fine-grained, banded,
20-50cm thick and gently-bedded layers of dolomitic limestone form
cliffs hundreds of meters in height. The karst water exsurges all year
round from a small cavity 1m high, 1.5m wide, with a flow of up to 5-
71/s, believed to have been accumulate from a large karst catchment in
the North. From here, local people built a reservoir several hundred of
cubic meter in volume for drinking. Downstream, they also built a
system of terraced reservoirs, totalling in capacity up to hundreds of
thousands of cubic meter, both to raise fish and to irrigate paddy rice
fields. Interestingly, on the limestone surface right at the cavity, a curious
visitor would find Stromatoporoids fossils, evidence of the nearly 400
million year history of formation of the limestone.

24. Lang nghé Cao khé Van Linh (xd Van Linh, huyén Chi Ling)
Duwéi anh ning, tir gao thanh cao kh, ta cing chiém nguéng
Nghé lam cao kho, & x4 Van Linh, huyén Chi Lang di c6 tir 1au doi. Cao
khé dugc ché bién tir nhitng hat gao dia phuong, 1a mon dac san lu6n
dugc dem ra dai khach phuong xa voi niém ty hao. bPé 1am ra duoc
nhiing sgi cao kho mém mai, sach s& va rat bat mit, khi ndu soi mi dai,
déo va ngon phai qua nhiéu cong doan nhu ngdm gao, xay nhuyén, 1,
trang, hip, phoi, nhing nudc rdi lai phoi cho se 1an hai rdi méi thai, phoi

24. Van Linh Noodle Village (Van Linh commune, Chi Lang district)
Rice to noodle, under the sun, together we stand
The profession of making dry rice noodle in Van Linh commune, Chi
Lang district has existed for generations. Dried noodle is made from
local rice and is a specialty that is always presented to guests with pride.
To make soft, clean and eye-catching dry noodle, remaining tough,
flexible and delicious when cooked, it has to go through many steps e.g.
soaking rice grains, wet grinding, tempering, rinsing, steaming, drying,
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kho va déng goi. Pic biét, cach thirc 1am cao kho van nguyén nhu xua:
khong str dung thém phu phdm, hoa chat dé thay ddi chét luong san
phém. Hién xd Van Linh c6 hon 100 ho san xuét cao kho trong do tap
trung chi yéu ¢ thon Phd Cii va thon Phd Méi, san luong khoang hon
1.000 tan/nam.

dipping in water and drying a second time before slicing, sun drying and
packaging. In particular, the method of making dry noodle remains the
same as before, i.e. no additional by-products or chemicals are used to
change product quality. Currently, Van Linh commune has more than
100 households producing dry noodle, mainly in Pho Cu and Pho Moi
villages, with an output of more than 1,000 tons/year.

25. Pén Chau Mudi (xd Hoa Binh, huyén Chi Ling)
Linh thiéng cac vi Thanh MAu ngudi ban xir

Pén Chau Mudi Pong Mo dugce 14p ngay sat cira ai Chi Lang, noi Chau
trén giit ndm xwa, chinh thd 13 Chau Muoi Déng Mo hay Mo Ba Linh Tir
- ngdi dén ndi tiéng xtr Lang thd phung Chau Muodi thude xa Hoa Binh,
huyén Chi Lang. Chdu Muoi Pong Mo 1a vi thanh chau thi mudi trong
hang T& phu Thanh chau. Puing sau Chdu Chin Ctru Tinh, ciing gidng
nhu Chau Tam Bat Nan, Chiu Mudi Pong M6 1 vi nit tudng anh linh
hién hach nhat ving Lang Son. Tén goi Pong Mé duoc lay tir dia danh
noi chau di 1ap dugc nhiéu chién cong hién hach trong cong chién dau
tran gitr bao vé b ¢di trude quan xam luge nha Minh.

25. Chau Muoi Temple (Mo Ba Princess Temple) (Hoa Binh
commune, Chi Lang district)
Sacred Indigenous Mother Goddesses

The Dong Mo Chau Muoi (10th Courtier, or Mo Ba Linh Tu) Temple is
located in Hoa Binh commune, Chi Lang district, right next to the Chi
Lang Pass, where she guarded in the past. As many other Mother
Goddess temples, the Dong Mo Chau Muoi Temple also worships all
Mother Goddesses while principally worshipping Chau Muoi deity. Chau
Muoi is the tenth Courtier Goddess in the line of the Four Palaces of
Mother Goddesses, being is the most glorious heroic female general in
the Lang Son region. The name Dong Mo is taken after the name of the
place where she achieved many glorious victories in the fight to defend
the Fatherland against the Ming Dynasty invaders.

26. Sw song c6 dwéi dai dwong (xa Thwong Cudng, huyén Chi Ling)
Cudc roi nuéce 1én can lang 1€ 400 triéu ndm truéc
Cach day chung 450 tri€u nam, vao ky Devon, Cong vién dia chét Lang
Son 1a mét vung bién néng. Tuy nhién, & nhiing noi khac ven bién, mot
su thay d6i 16n sip xay ra. Nhitng dong vat co xuong song dau tién, duoc
goi la dong vat bon chan, dang chuén bi din than vao mdt hanh trinh phi
thuong. Nhitng dong vat tién phong diing cdm nay, vdi kha nang hit tho
khong khi méi c6, dd roi bé méi trudng nude va bo 1én dét lién. Thoi
diém nay danh diu su khoi dau ciia mot ky nguyén moi - chinh phuc
nhitng ving dit méi ndi. Chi 1a mot bude di nhé cua dong vat bon chan
nhung d6 lai 13 mot budc nhay vot 16n ddi vai tat ca cac loai dong vat co
xuong séng. Khong chi 14 sy tién héa, d6 thuc su 1a mot cude cach mang,
minh chimg cho kha nang thich img va phuc hoi dang kinh ngac cta su
song. Va nhu thé, cau chuyén vé su séng trén Trai Dat da budc sang mot

26. Past Marine Life (Thuong Cuong commune, Chi Lang district)

400 million years ago: the quiet leap from sea to land
In a world 450 million years ago, during the Devonian period, Lang Son
Geopark was a shallow marine area. But, in other places, close to the sea
shore a monumental shift was about to occur. The first vertebrates,
known as tetrapods, were preparing to embark on an extraordinary
journey. These brave pioneers, equipped with their newfound ability to
breathe air, crawled out of the water and onto the land. This moment
marked the beginning of a new era, the conquest of emerged land. It was
a small step for the tetrapods, but a giant leap for all other kinds of
vertebrates. This was not just evolution; it was a revolution, a testament
to life’s incredible adaptability and resilience. And so, the story of life on
Earth turned a new page.
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trang mai.

27. Hang Gi6 (x4 Mai Sao, huyén Chi Lang)

Tiéng vong ciia nén vin hoa tién sir theo dong chay thoi gian
Hang Gié 1a hang d4 rong va dai. Ctra chinh quay vé hudng dong nam.
Vom hang rong va cao. Chiéu dai cia 3 tang hang 1a 1.500 mét. Nén
hang kha bang phang dé di. Tran hang cao ¢6 nhidu nhii da 16n ri xudng
tao nén nhiéu hinh thu ky th nhu chuéng da, mang da, cot da, da hinh
con voi, con ¢o... tit ca thach nhil 6 tao nén nhiing nét huyén ao gidng
nhu mdt mé cung.

Hiy tudng tuong ban dang sdng cach ddy chimg 12.000 nim trén ving
dat nay thudc Dong Béc Viét Nam. Day 14 thoi ky ma to tién ching ta da
¢6 budc nhay vot 16n vé k§ nghé. Ho da bat dau st dung cc cong cu
béng d4 duoc mai canh, mot bude tién dang ké so véi cac dd tao tac
truée d6. Ching khong chi sic hon, bén hon ma con cho phép ho sin
bén, hai lugm va ché bién thuc pham hiéu qua hon. Thoi ky nay, duoc
dat tén theo dia danh vung Bic Son thudc Cong vién dia chat Lang Son -
co diéu tha vi 1a nhiéu di chi, di vat khdo c6 di duoc tim thay v6i mat do
rét cao trong hang tram hang dong ¢ Khdi da voi Bac Son, trong d6 c6 ca
mot hang rat n6i tiéng, noi cac nha dia chit-khao c¢6 hoc nguoi Phap da
phat hién ra nén vin héa nay tir hon 100 ndm trudc - 1a minh chimg cho
su khéo 1é0 va kha nang thich (mg ciia nguoi tién sir. Vi thé, néi vé Vian
hoa Bic Son 14 n6i vé mot budc quan trong trong lich st loai nguoi da
dién ra ngay trén qué huong ching ta. Madi cong cu, mdi hién vat déu co
thé ké mot cau chuyén vé su sinh ton, su sang tao va tinh than bat khuat
ctia con ngudi. Va d6 1a cau chuyén vé nén Vian héa khao ¢ Béc Son,
mdt cau chuyén thudc vé tit ca ching ta.

27. Wind Cave (Mai Sao commune, Chi Lang district)

Follow the Wind of Time, Revealing Echoes of a Prehistoric Culture
Gio Cave is a wide and long stone cave. The main door faces southeast.
The cave arch is wide and high. The length of the 3 cave floors is
1,500m. The cave floor is quite flat and easy to walk on. The cave has
many large stalactites hanging down, creating many interesting shapes
such as stone bells, stalagmites, stone columns, stones shaped like
elephants, storks... all those stalactites create fanciful features like a
maze.

Imagine living about 12,000 years ago in the territory now belonging to
Vietnam. This was a time when our ancestors were making a big leap in
technology. They started using edge-grounded stone artifacts, a
significant advancement from the earlier artifacts. These tools were not
just sharper and more durable, but they also allowed our ancestors to
hunt, gather, and process food more efficiently. This period, named after
the Bac Son area in Lang Son Geopark - interestingly, archaeological
vestiges have been found in hundreds of caves of the Bac Son Limestone
Massif, including a famous cave where the French geologists-
archaeologists discovered this archaeological culture more than one
hundred years ago - is a testament to the ingenuity and adaptability of
our ancestors. So, when we talk about the Bacsonian culture, we’re
talking about a critical step in human history that took place right here in
our homeland. Remember, every tool, every artifact tells a story of
survival, innovation, and the indomitable human spirit. And that’s the
story of the Bacsonian culture, a story that belongs to all of us.

28. Thé g10'1 Ciic P4 (xa Bic Thiy, huyén Chi Ling)

Loi thi tham ciia Ciic d4 - ban tinh ca ciia bién xwa
Khoang 220 triéu nam trudc, bién, v6i day nhitng sinh vat ky thu - Cuc
da - van con & vang Cong vién dia chat Lang Son. Cuc da dong mot vai
tro hip dan trong lich st Trai dat. Lép vo hinh xodn 6¢ cua ching, véi
cac khoang chira ddy khi, cho phép chiing lin xudng rit sdu. Tuong tu

28. Ammonite World (Bac Thuy commune, Chi Lang district)
Ammonite whispers, silent echoes of the past sea’s serenade
220 million years ago, the sea full of fascinating creatures, the
Ammonites, was still in Lang Son Geopark. The Ammonites played a
fascinating role in the Earth’s history. Their spiral-shaped shells, filled
with gas chambers, allowed them to navigate the ocean depths. Similar to
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nhu Anh vii van con dang ton tai dén ngay nay, ching da phat trién manh
trong hon 340 tridu nam, trai qua nhiéu dot tuy¢t chung hang loat, va hoa
thach phong pht va da dang cua ching cung cap nhirng thong tin chi tiét
vé su thay d6i ctia khi hau va moi truong trén Trai dat. Su bién mat dot
ngot cua chung cach day chung 66 tri€u ndm, xay ra cung luc voi vu va
cham véi tiéu hanh tinh d4 1am tuyét diét loai khing long, danh diu mot
thoi diém quan trong trong lich sir hanh tinh chung ta. Bay cing 1a mot
cau chuyén minh ching cho kha nang phyc hoi va thich ing cta sy song
trén Trai dat.

the Nautilus which follow alive today, they thrived for 340 million years,
surviving multiple mass extinctions, and their abundant fossils provide a
detailed record of the Earth’s changing climates and environments. Their
sudden disappearance 66 million years ago, coinciding with the asteroid
impact that wiped out the dinosaurs, marks a significant moment in our
planet’s history, but their story is also a testament to the resilience and
adaptability of life on Earth.

Route 4: Way to the Realm of Water (Lang Son city - Cao Loc district - Loc Binh district) (inspired by the white dress of the Water Mother
Goddess), 10 sites

Route 4 short introduction

Listen to the whispers of the sea and echoes of the past. Experience the strength of the present in the verse of the peaks. Witness the majesty of
Mau Son, the horizon of the Dao’s people, and explore a vibrant forest through time’s window by a tropical lake. Discover timeless sanctuaries,
a tribute to Earth Mother’s ageless reverence, and feel the divine presence at the Water Mother Goddess Temple, this exploration is a testament

to the sacredness of nature and the echoes of time.

Gioi thiéu n,qd'n vé tuvén tham quan 4

Lang nghe tiéng thi tham cua bién va tiéng vong ctia qua khir. Trai nghiém sirc manh cta hién tai trong cau tho vé cac ngon niii cao. Chimng kién
su hung vi cia Mau Son, ban sdc van hoa cta nguoi Dao, va kham phé nhiing khu rimg ram ri qua cua s6 thoi gian bén hd nudc nhiét doi.
Kham pha nhiing khu bao ton xuyén thoi gian, to 1ong ton kinh db6i véi su trudong ton cua Me Trai Dit va cam nhan sy hién dién thiéng liéng tai
Dén thd Mau Thoai, cudc tham hiém nay cho thay su linh diéu cua thién nhién va nhitng tiéng vong cua thoi gian.

29. Chiia déng Tam Thanh (thanh phé Lang Son)
Khai mé nét thiéng 4n trong long dat
Chita Tam Thanh nam trong cing mét khoi niii da véi da hinh thanh tir
hon 300 triéu nam trudce, hai dong Tam Thanh va Nhi Thanh co nhiéu
tang hang khé, trong dé c¢é hang rat Iém cach mdt dat 5-7m (c6 cira sé
théng thién, tir d6 nude tiép tuc nhé xuong ti tach tao thanh nhii dd), va
duoc dung lam noi tho cing tir hang tram nam trudc. Dac bi€t, hai
dong con duoc két ndi véi nhau bang mot dong chiy ngam - goi 1a subi

29. Tam Thanh Cave Pagoda (Lang Son city)
Unearth the Sacred, hidden in the Earth’ s depths
The two Tam Thanh and Nhi Thanh caves are both located in one
limestone massif that has been formed more than 300 million years ago,
having several dry cave levels, of which the one 5-7m above the ground
surface is very large (with sky windows, wherefrom water continues to
drop down to form speleothems) and is used as worshiping places.
These two caves are inter-connected by an underground stream, which
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Ngoc Tuyén - chay tir dong Tam Thanh dén dong Nhi Thanh. Cac dong
nay trudc day da tung duwoc cac Pao si sit dung. Sau nay dong Nhi
Thanh dugc kham pha, dat tén boi vi téng dbc, danh nhan van hoa ndi
tiéng Ngo Thi Si (1726-1780), Chiia Tam Thanh thd Phét gido, Nho
gido va Pao gido ciing dirc Thanh Tran va cac vi Thanh MAu. Trén tran
va thanh hang dén nay van con luu giit dugc hé théng bia ma nhai khic
céc bai tho ctia Ngo Thi ST va nhiéu danh nhén sau ndy, trong d6 c6 tim
bia c¢6 nhat duoc khic vao nim 1677, dic biét nhat 1a twong phat A Di
Pa duoc tac thang vao vach da trong tu thé dung trong hinh 14 d& mang
phong cach thoi Lé - Mac. Tuong cao 202c¢m, rong 65 cm trong tu thé
4o ca sa budng dai, chan dinh tug, tay chi xuéng dat.

flows from the Tam Thanh cave to the Nhi Thanh cave. The caves were
formerly the residence of Taoists. Thereafter Nhi Thanh cave was
explored, named, equipped by the famous governor Ngo Thi Si (1726-
1780), who also instructed that the cave-pagodas worship all the Three
Religions (Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism), Saint Tran and
Mother Goddesses. On the cave walls, there is still a system of “ma
nhai” steles engraved with poems by Ngo Thi Si and many other later
celebrities, including the oldest stele carved in 1677. The most special
is the Amitabha Buddha statue carved straight into the cliff in a
standing position in the shape of a leaf in the style of the Le - Mac
dynasties. The statue is 202cm high, 65¢cm wide in the posture of a long
cassock, feet of concentration and wisdom, hands pointing to the
ground.

30. Chua Biic Nga (xi Gia Cat, huyén Cao Loc)

Trong linh thiéng tinh ling, nhitng tim mdc ban cb cit tiéng
Chua Bic Nga (Tién Nga Tu) duoc Xay vao nam 1562 thoi nha Mac,
lac dau chi 1a mot ngdi miéu nho. Nam bén mot qua ddi thap, trong ra
Qudc 16 4B va song Ky Cung, cach Thanh phd Lang Son khoang 12km
vé phia Dong Nam, phong canh “son thuy hitu tinh”, dia thé “rong chau
hé phuc”, khi hau trong lanh thoang déng, chua Bic Nga thd Phat, mot
net van hoa kha khac biét & Xur Lang, noi tin ngudng tho Mau rat thinh
hanh. Chua gin véi mot truyén thuyet dan gian vé cac tién nit thuong
xuyén t6i ddy nghi ngoi, vui dua, tim goi, hai hoa, bt buém. C6 18 vi
vdy ma céc buc tugng Phat & ddy thuong mang dang dip cua nhiing 130
néng yéu doi, ngao du son thiy, rat khac so voi tugng Phat & cac ngdi
chua du6i ddng bang. Chua Bic Nga con luu gitr nhiéu ¢ vat: bia da,
trbng chung, chudéng trung, hoanh phi, cdu dbi... va dic biét 1a 21 tim
bang gb khic chit nho Kinh Phat (g6 nghién) vao cudi thoi Lé Trung
Hung. Chua Bic Nga dugc cong nhan di tich lich sir cdp tinh nim 2002.
Hang niam vao ngay 15 thang Giéng t6 chirc 18 hoi truyén théng Chua
Bic Nga thu hat déng dao du khach thap phuong téi du xuén va thudng
ngoan. L& hoi chua Bic Nga dd dwoc cong nhan 13 di san vian hoa phi
vat thé qubc gia nam 2023.

30. Bac Nga Woodblock Pagoda (Gia Cat commune, Cao Loc district)
In the silence of a sacred pagoda, ancient woodblocks speak
Built in 1562 during the Mac Dynasty, at first Bac Nga Pagoda was just
a small shrine. Located on a low hill, overlooking National Highway
No. 4B and Ky Cung River, about 12km to the Southeast from Lang
Son city, with "charming mountain and water" scenery, fresh and airy
climate, the pagoda worships Buddhas and is thus quite unique in this
realm, where the Mother Goddess belief worship is so popular and
dominant. The pagoda is associated with a folk legend about fairies
who often came here to rest, play, bathe, pick flowers, and catch
butterflies. Perhaps that is why the Buddha statues here - often
reminding ordinary joyfull countryside farmers - are very different from
pagodas elsewhere in the Red River Delta. Notable antiques at the
pagoda include stone steles, bronze drums and bells, wooden
diaphragms, parallel sentences etc., and in particular, 21 woodblocks
engraved with Buddhist scriptures, that were made very skillfully and
artistically since the Later Le Dynasty (Le Trung Hung). Bac Nga
Pagoda was recognized as a provincial historical relic in 2002. Every
year on the 15th day of the first lunar month, Bac Nga Pagoda holds its
traditional festival, attracting numerous visitors from various regions to
come for spring outings and sightseeing. The Bac Nga Pagoda festival
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was officially recognized as a national intangible cultural heritage in
2023.

31. Dt gay xuyén thoi gian (xa Khanh Xuén, huyén Ljc Binh)
Giat minh bién xwa

Con duong dai hon 15km tir chan 1én dinh nti Mau Son & do cao
khoang 1.290 mét 1a mot mat cit dia chat dep. Trén taluy duong 10 ra
nhiing tap da cat két, bot két, sét két, doi chd cudi két, luan phién, phan
16p trung binh dén day. Thé ndm cia cac tip da thay doi, chi yéu cim
vé phia Nam-Tay Nam, cho biét Day ntii Mau Son 1a mét bo phan cia
mot phirc nép 16m 16n - Vong chong ngudn rift An Chau. Phirc nép 16m
nay hinh thanh tir khoang hon 200 tridu nim trudc nhung nhidu triéu
nim sau van tiép tuc hoat dong duodi dang nhiing viing, vinh ven bién,
dam pha nudc lg-nude ngot nhd hon, thadm chi ca nhiing dot phun trao
nui lra ram 16 sau khi toan b khu vuc tré thanh lyc dia. Hon nita, mit
cét dia chat ké trén doi chd, chang han nhu & vi tri chung ta dang quan
sat, cho b1et thém rang phirc nép 16m nay con bi dirt giy sdu Cao Bang-
Tién Yén cit va lam dich truot.

31. Timeless Fault (Khanh Xuan commune, Loc Binh district)

Sea whispers weave tales of shattered marine rocks
The more than 15km long road from the foot to the top of Mau Son
mountain at an altitude of about 1,290m asl is a beautiful geological
cross-section in addition to the already stunning landscape. On the road
side are exposed layers of sandstone, siltstone, claystone and sometimes
conglomerate that, at many places, contain lots of fossils of Bivalves.
The rock bedding changes, mainly dipping to the South-Southwest,
indicating the Mau Son Mountain Range is part of a much larger
synclinorium - a multiple of folds whose general flanks dip toward each
other, into the center - the so-called An Chau Riftogenous Depression
or a local closed sea. This depression formed more than 200 million
years ago, but many millions of years later it continued to exist in the
form of coastal and brackish lagoons, and even witnessed massive
continental volcanic eruptions thereafter. Furthermore, at some places
along the above geological cross-section, such as where we are
standing, it is possible to observe small faults - Earth cut-and-slips that
were resulted from the so-called Cao Bang-Tien Yen fault - a famous
deep-seated fault that dictates the geological life of the entire Northeast
Vietnam.

32. Déu tich Kién tric Phap (ndi Miu Son, huyén Loc Binh)
Tiéng vong ciia qua khi, tiém lwe ciia hién tai, dinh cao ngin nga
Tuong ty nhu & nhiéu noi khac c6 phong canh dep, khi hau mat mé vé
mua he, nguoi Phap tir hon 100 ndm trude cling da tumg [am dudng 1én
dinh Mau Son xay ct khoang 40 cong trinh ddn bét, biét thy, nha thd
mang dam nét kién tric phuong Téy, lam noi nghi dudng cho gidi quan
chuc va thuong luu. Vat liéu xay dung hodc duoc khai thac tai chd nhu
cac khoi da cat két, cudi két 1lam mong, lam tudong nha, sat thép, gach
ngdi dugc mang 1én tir dudi dong bang hodc tham chi tir bén Phap.
Nhing ngdi nha xiy bang da khoi trai qua thoi gian phan 16n da db
hong, chi con lai ddu tich nén méng. Chi c6 mét sd it cong trinh, nhur 13

32. Old French Fortress (Mau Son Mountain, Loc Binh district)
Echoes of the past, strength of the present, verse of the peaks
Similar to many other places in Vietnam with beautiful landscapes and
cool summer climate, more than 100 years ago the French built a road
to the peak of Mau Son Mountain and built about 40 posts, villas, and
churches with bold Western architectural characteristics, serving as a
resort destination for officials and the upper class. Construction
materials were either exploited on the spot such as sandstone and
conglomerate blocks for foundations and house walls, while steel,
bricks and tiles were brought up from the delta or even from France.
Most of the stone houses over time have ruined or collapsed, leaving
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phan con lai cia mot don bot kha bé thé noi chung ta dang dimg, nén
mong ctia mot nha thy con vurong vii mot vai manh ngéi duge san xuat
& tan Méac Xay (Phap) ... Nguyén ven nhét c6 thé ké dén ngbi biét thy
¢d chin gian, dd@ duoc mdt doanh nhan nguoi Viét duy tu, sua chira,
phuc dung trong khoang thoi gian 20-30 nam trd lai day, cho thiy su bé
thé trude day cua ching.

only remnants of their foundations. Only a few buildings, such as the
remnants of a relatively large-sized military fortress where we are
standing at the moment, the foundation of a church where are scattered
some broken pieces of tiles that were produced and imported here even
from Marseille etc. Remaining most intact is perhaps a nine-
compartment villa, which has been maintained, repaired and restored in
the past 20-30 years by a Vietnamese businessman, reminding of their
former grandeur.

33. Toan cinh Miu Son (huyén Léc Binh)

Hung v§ Miu Son, diic sic nén viin héa ciia ngudi Dao
O do cao 1.200-1.500 mét trén muc nude bién, Mau Son 13 xt s& cla
gid, may, swong mu va bang tuyét. Hang trim ngon nui 16n nho tring
di€p tao nén mot Mau Son ky tht nhu canh tién & chdn trin. Mic du
goi la MaAu Son, nhung thuc ra bén canh Nui Me (Phja Me) cao 1.520
mét, con cd Nui Cha (Phja Po) cao 1.541 mét, héo lanh hon, hoang so
hon, nhung ciing vi thé ma hién nay dang trd thanh mot diém dén hot
clia gidi tré, v6i tuyén duong di bo trén “séng lung khung long” ndi
tiéng Dén voi Mau Son, du khach c6 thé gip kha nhiéu khoanh kha
bang va thoai trén suon hodc thdm chi trén dinh nui, di tich cua nhimg
bé mat san bang cb xwa, noi nguoi Tay c¢d va nguoi Dao hién nay dang
sinh séng rai rac, voi nhing truyén thong, tap tuc doc dao, nhu khu
Linh dia cd, nui Phét Chi... C6 mot sy nham 1an thi vi di kéo dai hang
thé ky nay, rang khu biét thy, don bdt cii ngudi Phap di timg xdy dung
trén nGi Mau Son da 1a dinh nui, nhung héa ra khu vuc do lai chi & d6
cao khoang 1.200 mét ma thoi, va dé 1én duogc dinh Mau Son, chéng
han Phja Me hodc Phja Po hodc nhiéu dinh khéc thi con mat nhiéu thoi
gian va cong sirc 1dm. Trén dinh Mau Son, phéng tim mit nhin vé bon
phuong, tim hudng, ai 6 s& cam thay minh that nho bé, chi muén dim
minh vao co cdy, hoa 14 (nhat 13 mua hoa dao, hoa dd quyén...), vén
ciing rat dic hitu cia ving dat ky vi nay.

33. Mau Son Panorama (Loc Binh district)

Mau Son’s majesty, the Dao’s people horizon
At an altitude of 1,200-1,500m asl, Mau Son is the realm of wind,
cloud, fog and snow. Hundreds of mountains, large and small, create an
amazing Mau Son like a fairyland on earth. Although it is called Mau
Son, in fact, besides the 1,520m high Mother Mountain (Phja Me), a
place frequented by tourists hundreds of years ago, there is also the
1,541m high Father Mountain (Phja Po), more pristine and more
secluded, but also because of that, becoming a hot destination,
especially for the youth, with the famous "dinosaur spine" walking
route. Coming to Mau Son, visitors can accidentally encounter quite a
few flat and gentle areas on the mountain slopes or even tops -
remnants of ancient planation surfaces - where the ancient Tay and
present-day Dao people are now scatteredly living, with unique
traditions, customs and secrets, e.g. the Mau Son Ancient Sacred Area,
Phat Chi Mountain etc. There is a century-long but interesting
confusion that the area where the French built their fortresses, villas
and churches was already at the summit of the mountain range, but it is
only at the altitude of about 1,200m and there is still a long way, and
not for all, to climb up to reach, for example, either Phja Me or Phja Po
and many more. Standing on top of Mau Son, looking all around, some
visitors would feel truly small, just wanting to immerse themselves in
the local plants, trees, and flowers (especially during the blooming
seasons of peach blossom or azalea (Rhododendron) flowers), which
are also very endemic to this wonderland.
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34. Thac Ban Khiéng (cac xd Mau Son, Hiru Khanh, huyén Loc Binh)
Trong hém nui, nwéc tao ghénh thac, cham khac nhirng ciu truyén
vé su song trén da bién

Thac Ban Khiéng 1a doan sudi dai khoang 1,5km bat ngudn tir ddy nii
Mau Son. Hai bén bd sudi 1a ring nguyén sinh. Thac Ban Khiéng ndm
giita hai dong nai Po Noc va Choc Xién. Thac ¢ do cao khoang 350m
s0 voi mue nude bién, chay qua diém du lich sinh thai, danh théng Thac
Ban Khiéng. Con subi Ban Khiéng xinh dep v&i nhidu thac nude 16n
nho va nhitng ghénh da dugc dong nude bao mon qua hang triéu nim
d3 tao ra nhing hinh dang ky thu, dudi chin thac nude 1a nhitng hd
nudc trong vat nhin xuyén day, khung canh thién nhién hoang so va tho
mong s& gitip du khach c6 nhimg buc hinh tuyét dep. Thac c6 da gbc
cat két, bot két phan 16p trung binh, cim thoai vé phia Ty Nam, 16 ra &
hai bén va long sudi, tao nén nhiéu doan thac 16n nho luan phién véi
nhitng viing nudc trong vit sdu mot vai mét trong nhu nhitng cai bé boi.
Ching phai 13 s& kha thu vi sao khi biét ring trong nhiing tap da gbc cat
két, bot két kia c6 nhirng hoa thach Hai manh v6 thé hién méi trudng
bién nong cb, trong khi & mot ving khac ciia hanh tinh Trai Dat di xuét
hién nhiing loai thu ¢6 vii du tién. Vi canh quan thién nhién hing vi,
khi hau mét lanh, noi day thuc sy 1a mot diém dén 1y tuong dé du khach
duoc thodi mai hdoa minh vao véi thién nhién, vdi dong nudc mat trong
lanh trong nhimng ngay hé néng nuc. Pén voi Thac Ban Khiéng, quy
khéach con duoc thudng thirc nhitng dic san nhu ruou men 14 Mau Son,
ga 6 ngbn, ca sudi, céc loai rau theo mua... Khu du lich sinh thai danh
thing Thac Ban Khiéng d3 tré thanh mot diém du lich hip dan duoc
nhidu du khach gin xa tim dén dé tham quan, trai nghiém va nghi
dudng.

34. Ban Khieng Hidden Waterfall (Mau Son and Huu Khanh

communes, Loc Binh district)
In the gorge’s heart, rivers etch tales on marine-born stone,
waterfalls leap, life unfolds
Ban Khieng Waterfall is a stream, about 1.5km long, originating from
Mau Son mountain range. On both sides of the stream is a primeval
forest. Ban Khieng Waterfall is located between the two mountains Po
Noc and Coc Xien. The waterfall is at about 350m above sea level,
flowing through the eco-tourism site and scenic spot of Ban Khieng
Waterfall. Ban Khieng stream is beautiful with numerous small and
large waterfalls and rocky rapids formed over millions of years by
erosion, creating fascinating shapes. At the foot of the waterfall are
clear water pools, offering a picturesque and serene natural scenery,
perfect for capturing breathtaking photos. The medium-layered, gently
dipping to the southwest bedrocks of sandstone and siltstone are
exposed on both sides of the stream, creating many large and small
waterfalls alternating with pools a few meters deep of clear water.
Wouldn't it be interesting to know that those bedrock layers contain
Bivalve fossils representing an ancient shallow marine environment,
while in another part of the planet Earth the first mammals have
appeared. With its majestic natural landscape and pleasant climate, this
place is truly an ideal destination for travelers to immerse themselves in
nature, enjoying the cool, fresh water during hot summer days. Visitors
to Ban Khieng Waterfall can also indulge in local specialties such as
MAu Son leaf wine, six-toed chicken, stream fish, and seasonal
vegetables. The eco-tourism site of Ban Khieng Waterfall has become
an attractive destination for many travelers from near and far to visit,
experience and relax.

35. Thé giéi dAm hd (thi trAn Na Dwong, huyén Lc Binh)
Bén khung cira thoi gian, khu rimg dim 1y nhi¢t d6i thi thim ké
vé nhirng manh doi da qua

35. Na Duong Lake Lifetime Window (Na Duong town, Loc Binh
district)
through time’s window, a vibrant forest whispers of life past, by a
tropical lake
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Bon triing Na Duong 1a ca mot kho tang ky quan cb sinh vat hoc thoi
Eocene, tur khoang 40 triéu nam trudce. Khi d6 khu vuc nay c¢6 khi hau
nhiét doi voi hé sinh thai song-hd-dam lay-rimg rong 16m, duge phat
hién qua mot mo khai thac than 16 thién khong 16. Khoang 35 triéu nim
truge, khu vyce nay cang tré nén hap dan hon véi h¢ sinh thai phong phua
cung nhidu glong loi ¢6 sinh vat doc dao (trai, bc, ca cung nhiéu dong
vat than mém khdc), trong d6 mot s6 gidng loai da duoc phat hién lan
dau tién trén thé giéi & day. Hay tudng tugng mot vung song ho nhiét
doi rong 16n xung quanh la nhimg khu rung day ray nhing glong loai
hoang da nhu ca sau, rua va dong vat c6 vl nhu thi than, té giac co dai,
linh truéng..., khién Na Duong tré thanh qué huwong dé tir 6 nhiing
sinh vat nay di cu nguoc vé phia Tay Béc, dén tan noi ngay nay goi la
bia Trung Hai.

The Na Duong site is a treasure of paleontological wonders from the
Eocene period, 40 million years ago. Then the region was under
tropical climate, with a large river-lake-swamp-forest ecosystem
discovered recently by a massive open mine. Around 35 million years
ago, this lake knew its more fascinating moment with a rich ecosystem
hosting a variety of unique paleontological species (clams, mollusks,
snails, fish etc.). Some of these species were discovered here for the
first time. Imagine a vast tropical lake surrounded by forests teeming
with diverse wildlife such as crocodiles, turtles and mammals like
ancient rhinos and primates. This place is believed to be the source
from where these species migrated northwest, all the way up to what is
now the Mediterranean.

36. Di chi khio ¢6 Mai Pha (thanh phé Lang Son)
Am huéng ciia nén vin héa tién sir trwong ton trong hang dong

Vin héa Mai Pha, duoc phat hién ¢ Lang Son, danh ddu su chuyén doi
dang ké ctia con ngudi, tir trong hang dong budc ra khoang khong gian
thong thoang. Phat trién ruc r& khoang 4.000 nam trude, nén van hoa
nay minh ching cho sy khéo 160 cua t6 tién ching ta. Khong chi 1a
nhitng néng dan lanh nghé, ngudi Mai Pha con 13 nhimng nghé nhan
gioi. Ho ché tac nhitng d6 gdém phirc tap, khong chi 1a nhimg vét dung
ma con 14 nhitng tac phim ngh¢ thuét phan anh trinh d¢ tham my va tin
ngudng cua ho. Ching cung cap mot cai nhin thoang qua vé cude song
ctia ho va gop phan dét nén tim tham day sac mau vé€ van hoa Viét co.
Méi quan hé chat ché gitta ho v6i cac nén vin héa dwong thoi nhu
Phung Nguyén va Ha Long cang 1am ryc r& thém tdm tham nay. Vin
héa Mai Pha 1a mot chuong quan trong trong lich st hinh thanh nén dat
nude Viét Nam ta biét ngdy nay.

36. Mai Pha Archaeological Site (Mai Pha Prehistoric Culture)
(Lang Son city)
In the Cave’s embrace, echoes of a timeless culture reside

The Mai Pha culture, discovered in Lang Son, marks a significant
transition of humans from cave dwellings to open spaces. Flourishing
around 4,000 years ago, this culture is a testament to our ancestors’
ingenuity. The people of Mai Pha were not just skilled farmers, but also
remarkable artisans. They crafted intricate ceramics, which were not
just functional items, but artistic expressions reflecting their aesthetics
and beliefs. These artifacts provide a glimpse into their lives and
contribute to the rich tapestry of ancient Vietnamese culture. Their
close ties with contemporaneous cultures like Phung Nguyen and Ha
Long further enriched this tapestry. The Mai Pha culture is a critical
chapter in our history that shaped Vietnam as we know today.

37. Chua Tién (thanh phd Lang Son)
Noi ton nghiém, ton kinh vinh hing ddi véi Me Trai Dat
Chua Tién - Giéng Tién nam trong 10ng nti Pai Tuong, mét ngon nii
hinh con voi 16n dang ndm phu phuc & phia Nam thanh pho. Bén trong

37. Fairy Cave Pagoda (Lang Son city)
A timeless sanctuary, a tribute to Mother Earth’s ageless reverence
Chua Tien (Fairy) Pagoda - Gieng Tien (Fairy) Well is located in the
heart of Dai Tuong Mountain, a large elephant-shaped mountain lying
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long nai 14 mot dong 16m, noi toa lac cia ngdi Chua Tién n6i t1eng,
do6 dong phat trién tiép dé thong ra thung liing phia sau, Vol Giéng Tién
1a mot xuat 16 nudc tu nhién ¢ ranh gi6i gitra da voi nam dudi va cat
két, bot két, sét két nam trén. Chua Tién - Giéng Tién tir xua da 1a
nguén cam hung sang tao d6i voi biét bao tao nhan mic khach gan xa.
Tiéu biéu nhu danh nhan Ngo Thi Si dd hét sic ton vinh vé dep cua
chua Tién. Trong bai “Tran doanh bat canh” duoc sang tac nam 1779,
6ng da xép chuia Tién 1a mot trong tam canh dep ciia X Lang.

prostrate in the southern part of Lang Son City. Inside the mountain is a
large cave, where the famous Chua Tien Pagoda is located. From there,
the cave continues to develop to open to the valley behind, with Gieng
Tien Well being a natural water exsurgence at the boundary between
limestone below and sandstone, siltstone, and claystone above. Fairy
Pagoda - Fairy Well has long been a subject of creative inspiration for
many people from near and far. For example, the famous governor Ngo
Thi Sy greatly honored the beauty of Chua Tien Pagoda. In the poem
"Eight scenes of the border area" composed in 1779, he ranked Chua
Tien Pagoda as one of the eight beautiful scenic places of Xu Lang.

38. Pén Miu Thoai (thanh phd Lang Son)

Sum vay bén Me Nuéc
Pén Mau Thoai (Thiry Phu Linh Tir) tréng ra dudng Hung Vuong - Dai
16 chinh cua thanh phé Lang Son. Pén thd Mau Thoai - Dé Tam Thanh
Mau chu vé song nudc - mot sy sap dit hop 1y khi ngdi dén nim ngay
bén bo song Ky Cung yén binh. Mot nét thu vi la ngay bo séng 16 ra
mot khdi da voi tuy khong 16n nhung van luu gitr duge mot ngan nuoc
rat dep, cao ngang d4u ngudi, an sau vao da téi hon 1 mét, phan nao thé
hién dugc lich sir 1au doi ciling nhu sttc manh ctia dong song Ky Cung
khi chdy qua day. Pang chu y la cling trén doan duong nay va cing dua
vao song Ky Cung, rat gan dén Mau Thoai con c6 mot loat dia diém
tam linh ndi tiéng khac, nhu dén Cira Dong thd Quan 16n Dé Tam, dén
Co6 bé Thugng Ngan, dén Ky Cung thd Quan 16n Tuin Tranh, chua
Thanh Lang Son, ...

38. Water Mother Goddess Temple (Lang Son city)

Together with Water Mother Goddess, we gather
Mau Thoai Temple overlooks Hung Vuong Street - the main avenue of
Lang Son City. The temple worships the Water Mother Goddess - the
Third Mother Goddess in charge of the Water Realm - a very
reasonable arrangement as the temple is located right on the bank of the
peaceful Ky Cung River. There is another interesting feature, i.e. right
on the riverbank, an outrop of limestone is exposed, and although
small, it retains a very beautiful notch, which, being as high as a
person's head, ingrains more than 1m deep into the bedrock, partly
implying the long history and power of the passing by Ky Cung River.
It is noteworthy that on this street and also along the Ky Cung River,
very close to this Water Goddess Temple, there are a series of other
famous spiritual places worshiping either national deities, Mother
Goddess Mandarins and Buddhas, a very interesting peaceful co-
existence of Man and Nature.




